MEETING SUMMARY
Meeting:
Date:
Time:
Location:
Attendees:

Eastside Community Plan – Public Meeting #2
May 7th, 2019
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM
St. Philip’s College, Campus Center Building, Heritage Room
Approximately 16

Meeting Purpose
The City of San Antonio Planning Department hosted a community meeting to obtain public input that
will be used to create the SA Tomorrow Eastside Community Plan.

Meeting Results
Approximately 16 people attended the meeting. Participants’ input is summarized on the following
pages. The Planning Department will use participants’ input to refine the draft Vision and Goals, identify
and make recommendations for focus areas and mixed-use corridors, identify desired community
amenities, and inform other elements of the Eastside Plan.

Meeting Format
The meeting was an open house and included several activities for participants to provide input.
1. Emerging Draft Vision and Goals – the draft vision and goals were displayed with color coded
instructions for participants to edit the draft vision and goals.
2. Complete Communities Priority Board – Several types of housing and community amenities
were displayed on a board with instruction for participants to place sticky dots near those that
should be prioritized.
3. Place Types and Locator Map – there was a station that included a Locator Map and two boards
that described the 12 different Place Types that were identified in the SA Tomorrow
Comprehensive Plan. The Place Types describe potential development patterns that should be
used in the future to achieve the Comprehensive Plan’s vision and goals. Participants were
encouraged to identify where each place type could conceivably be located within the Eastside
Community Plan area, by placing a letter code for each place type on the locator map.
4. Focus Areas – three Focus Area Maps were presented with comment cards seeking input from
attendees on what their ideas were for the purpose and character of each Focus Area. The
comment card also included a question related to potential mixed-use corridors within the plan
area. The work station included a color coded exercise, requesting that red, green or blue dots
be placed on the study area map to identify assets, challenges, and opportunities for the plan
area. A fourth map display board representing the entire plan area invited participants to
identify additional focus areas and mixed-use corridors for consideration.
5. Neighborhood Priorities – Neighborhood Priorities Worksheets invited participants to write
down important characteristics and priorities specific to their neighborhood.
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Activity Station Results

Several elements of the draft Vision and Goals were explicitly supported by participants.
Individual participants suggested that the following topics should be added: Educational component,
parks, financial literacy, art and cultural options, street repair. Individual participants questioned
whether the negative side effects of economic growth should be proactively minimized, and whether
pedestrian, bicycle, and transit connections should be safe convenient, and comfortable. Two
participants suggested that the vision was not very aspirational.
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Complete Community Priorities Board

On the Complete Communities Priority Board, there was some relative support for more apartment
living options, in additional to small apartment housing and single family dwellings with accessory
dwellings. Regarding “Places to Gather,” participants supported more restaurants, bars, cafes and retail
shops. Regarding infrastructure and amenities, there was relative support for sidewalks and crossings,
curbs and Low Impact Development (LID) stormwater infrastructure, and trees and landscaping. Several
dots were also placed for bike lanes, public art and murals, and improved transit. Additional comments
were about improving bike lanes, traffic calming, access across rail road lines, street repair, and
connecting the cemeteries to nearby parks.
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Place Types Identification on Locator Map

The 12 SA Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan Place Types are available for you to review at
https://sacompplan.com/place-types/. Neighborhood Main Street was the place type most commonly
placed on the locator map by participants, followed by Regional/Commuter Rail, High Capacity-Transit
Corridor, and Community Corridor. These place types were located by participants at New Braunfels
Avenue near Grayson Street, and New Braunfels Avenue near Houston Street, among other locations.
Other place types such as Institutional/Campus Mixed-use, Trail-Oriented Development, Green
Neighborhood, and Office Park Infill were also used.
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Focus Areas

Iowa and Pine Area
In the Iowa and Pine area, comments indicated that vacant lots characterize the area and that these
present and opportunity for more people to live or work. In placing “assets,” “challenges” and
“opportunity” stickers on the map, participants identified features in the whole area within one to two
blocks of Iowa and Pine Street intersection, rather than just the intersection or just the properties
adjacent to the intersection.

Nolan and Pine Area
In the Nolan and Pine area, there were fewer comments, one indicating that home rehabilitation should
be emphasized, and one indicating that we should consider focusing our attention further to the east.
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Houston and New Braunfels Area
Comments indicated that the shopping center is seen as the most vibrant commercial corridor in the
area. At the same time, comments indicated support for higher density residential development and
additional commercial development. “Opportunity” stickers were placed in some of the larger vacant
lots and surface parking areas on the map.

Potential Focus Areas and Mixed-use Corridors
The comments offered here tended to address other topics or pose questions aside from the intended
subject, which was to identify additional focus areas and mixed-use corridors. Comments expressed
some interest in there being new development south of AT&T Center, next to Walters Street, and next
to Houston Street between Cherry Street and New Braunfels Avenue.
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Neighborhood Priorities
The results of neighborhood priorities worksheets will be used to create each Neighborhood Profile and
Priority section of the Eastside Community Plan.

Next Steps
The Planning Team will meet during the summer to provide guidance to the Planning Department for
creating the Eastside Community Plan.
The next Community Meeting will be held in Fall 2019. Objectives for this meeting will include obtaining
public input related to land use, focus areas and corridors, housing and economic development
strategies, and mobility.
If you have questions about the Eastside Community Plan project, please contact Project Manager
Garrett Phillips, City of San Antonio Planning Department.
Email: garrett.phillips@sanantonio.gov Phone: (210) 207-5441
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